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Abstract
The urgency to combat climate change and reduce dependence on fossil fuels has spurred intense interest in 
alternative fuels and advanced propulsion technologies. Among these innovations, hydrogen-gasoline dual 
fuel mode stands out as a transformative approach with the potential to revolutionize internal combustion 
engines (ICEs) and paves the way for sustainable mobility. This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of 
the multifaceted implications of hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel combustion, encompassing engine performance 
optimization, emissions reduction strategies, combustion dynamics elucidation, technological hurdles to 
overcome, potential applications across diverse sectors, market perspectives, and future research directions.
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1. Introduction
In an era defined by the imperative to address 

climate change and promote sustainable devel-
opment, the intersection of mobility and envi-
ronmental stewardship has become increasingly 
critical. Against this backdrop, hydrogen emerg-
es as a versatile and promising alternative fuel, 
offering unparalleled potential to decarbonize 
transportation and usher in a new era of sustain-
able mobility. Hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel mode 
represents a pivotal convergence of tradition and 
innovation, leveraging the strengths of both hy-
drogen and gasoline to maximize engine efficien-
cy, minimize emissions, and propel the transition 
towards a low-carbon future.

2. Hydrogen-Gasoline Dual Fuel Com-
bustion: Maximizing Efficiency and 
Performance

Hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel combustion repre-
sents a groundbreaking approach to optimizing 
engine efficiency and performance, leveraging 
the unique properties of both hydrogen and gas-
oline to achieve unprecedented levels of com-

bustion efficiency and power output. At its core, 
dual fuel combustion involves the simultaneous 
combustion of hydrogen and gasoline within the 
engine’s combustion chamber, creating a syner-
gistic blend of fuels that enhances combustion 
characteristics and unlocks new realms of effi-
ciency [1–4].

2.1. Combustion Enhancement
Hydrogen, with its low ignition energy and 

wide flammability limits, acts as a combustion 
enhancer when introduced into the gasoline-air 
mixture. The addition of hydrogen accelerates the 
combustion process, promoting more rapid flame 
propagation and shorter combustion durations. 
This catalytic effect enhances overall combustion 
efficiency, leading to improved thermal efficiency 
and reduced fuel consumption [5, 6].

2.2. Lean-Burn Operation
One of the key advantages of hydrogen-gasoline 

dual fuel combustion is its ability to enable lean-
burn operation, where the air-fuel mixture con-
tains a higher proportion of air relative to fuel. 
Hydrogen’s high-octane rating and fast combus-

https://doi.org/10.33923/amt-2024-02-03 
https://doi.org/10.33924/amt-2024-02-03


Kiss A., Weltsch Z. – Acta Materialia Transylvanica 7/2. (2024)72

tion kinetics allow for stable combustion at lean-
er air-fuel ratios, reducing fuel consumption and 
emissions while maintaining engine performance. 
This lean-burn capability enhances engine effi-
ciency and extends the operational range of the 
vehicle [7, 8].

2.3. Compression Ratio Optimization
The addition of hydrogen to the combustion 

process enables higher compression ratios with-
out the risk of engine knock. Hydrogen’s resist-
ance to auto-ignition allows for more aggressive 
compression ratios, leading to improved thermal 
efficiency and power output. By optimizing com-
pression ratios based on the dual fuel combustion 
characteristics, engineers can maximize engine 
efficiency and performance across a range of op-
erating conditions [9, 10].

2.4. Combustion Stability and Flame Propa-
gation

Hydrogen’s unique combustion properties, includ-
ing its high flame speed and low ignition energy, 
contribute to enhanced combustion stability and 
flame propagation characteristics. The presence of 
hydrogen in the combustion chamber accelerates 
flame propagation, ensuring more uniform and 
rapid combustion across the entire combustion 
cycle. This improved combustion stability leads to 
smoother engine operation, reduced vibration, and 
enhanced drivability [4, 9].

2.5. Waste Heat Utilization
In addition to optimizing combustion efficiency, 

hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel combustion offers op-
portunities for waste heat utilization. The high ex-
haust temperatures associated with dual fuel com-
bustion can be harnessed for various thermal man-
agement applications, such as exhaust gas recircu-
lation (EGR), turbocharging, or waste heat recovery 
systems. By efficiently capturing and utilizing waste 
heat, engineers can further improve engine effi-
ciency and overall vehicle performance [4, 9].

2.6. Thermal Efficiency Improvement
Maximizing thermal efficiency is paramount in 

achieving optimal engine performance and fuel 
economy. Hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel combus-
tion offers several pathways for enhancing ther-
mal efficiency, including lean-burn operation, 
higher compression ratios, and waste heat recov-
ery. By operating at lean air-fuel ratios enabled 
by hydrogen’s high-octane rating, engineers can 
minimize fuel consumption while maintaining 

power output. Additionally, higher compression 
ratios made possible by hydrogen’s resistance to 
knock result in more complete combustion and 
increased thermal efficiency. Moreover, waste 
heat recovery systems can harness the high ex-
haust temperatures generated by dual fuel com-
bustion for supplementary power generation or 
thermal management, further improving overall 
efficiency [5].

3. Emissions Mitigation Strategies
In the quest for environmental sustainability, 

hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel combustion presents 
a wealth of opportunities for mitigating harmful 
emissions and reducing the ecological footprint 
of internal combustion engines. This section ex-
plores concrete strategies and technologies aimed 
at addressing key pollutants and promoting envi-
ronmental resilience through dual fuel combus-
tion [11, 12].

3.1. Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) Reduction
Nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions pose significant 

challenges due to their detrimental effects on air 
quality and human health. Dual fuel combustion 
offers several pathways for NOx reduction, includ-
ing combustion temperature control, exhaust gas 
recirculation (EGR), and selective catalytic reduc-
tion (SCR). By optimizing combustion parameters 
to lower peak temperatures and employing EGR 
to dilute the combustion mixture with inert gas-
es, engineers can minimize NOx formation during 
combustion. Additionally, SCR systems utilizing 
ammonia-based catalysts can selectively reduce 
NOx emissions to nitrogen and water, further re-
ducing environmental impact [2, 5].

3.2. Particulate Matter (PM) Abatement
Particulate matter (PM) emissions, consisting of 

fine particles and aerosols, pose significant health 
risks and contribute to air pollution. Dual fuel 
combustion can mitigate PM emissions through 
improved combustion efficiency and particulate 
filtration technologies. By enhancing combus-
tion stability and promoting more complete fuel 
oxidation, dual fuel engines generate fewer soot 
particles and emit lower levels of PM. Additional-
ly, advanced particulate filters and trap systems 
can capture and remove PM emissions from the 
exhaust stream, ensuring compliance with strin-
gent emissions standards and safeguarding air 
quality[1].
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3.3. Hydrocarbon (HC) and Carbon Monoxi-
de (CO) Reduction

Hydrocarbon (HC) and carbon monoxide (CO) 
emissions, resulting from incomplete combus-
tion processes, are key targets for emissions re-
duction in dual fuel engines. Optimizing air-fuel 
ratios, combustion phasing, and ignition timing 
can enhance combustion completeness and min-
imize HC and CO emissions. Additionally, catalyt-
ic converters and oxidation catalysts can oxidize 
HC and CO pollutants to less harmful compounds, 
further reducing their environmental impact. By 
employing synergistic approaches that address 
multiple pollutants simultaneously, engineers 
can achieve comprehensive emissions reduction 
in dual fuel engines [6, 8].

3.4. Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Mitigation
Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, primarily car-

bon dioxide (CO2), contribute to global warming 
and climate change. While hydrogen combustion 
produces no CO2 emissions, the overall environ-
mental impact of dual fuel combustion depends 
on the carbon intensity of the primary fuel source. 
By utilizing renewable hydrogen produced from 
electrolysis or biomass-derived sources, dual fuel 
engines can achieve carbon-neutral or even car-
bon-negative emissions profiles, mitigating their 
contribution to climate change. Additionally, 
carbon capture and utilization (CCU) technolo-
gies can capture CO2 emissions from the exhaust 
stream and sequester them for beneficial reuse, 
further reducing net GHG emissions [13, 14].

3.5. Regulatory Compliance and Certifica-
tion

Ensuring regulatory compliance and obtain-
ing emissions certification are critical aspects of 
emissions mitigation strategies in dual fuel en-
gines. Engineers must design dual fuel systems to 
meet or exceed stringent emissions standards set 
by regulatory agencies such as the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the European Union 
(EU). This involves rigorous emissions testing, 
validation, and certification processes to demon-
strate compliance with emissions limits under 
real-world driving conditions. By adhering to reg-
ulatory requirements and adopting best practices 
in emissions control, manufacturers can ensure 
the environmental sustainability and market ac-
ceptance of dual fuel engines [15, 16].

4. Future Research Directions
As hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel combustion con-

tinues to evolve, ongoing research and develop-
ment efforts are essential for unlocking its full 
potential and addressing remaining challenges. 
This section outlines concrete areas of focus for 
future research, spanning combustion optimiza-
tion, fuel infrastructure development, emissions 
reduction strategies, and advanced propulsion 
technologies.

4.1. Advanced Combustion Modelling and 
Simulation

Advancing the state-of-the-art in combustion 
modelling and simulation is critical for optimiz-
ing dual fuel combustion processes and under-
standing complex combustion phenomena. Fu-
ture research efforts should focus on developing 
high-fidelity computational models that accurate-
ly capture the interactions between hydrogen 
and gasoline combustion, as well as the effects 
of combustion chamber geometry, fuel injection 
strategies, and turbulence on combustion effi-
ciency and emissions formation. By refining com-
putational tools and methodologies, researchers 
can gain deeper insights into dual fuel combus-
tion dynamics and accelerate the development of 
next-generation engines [17, 18].

4.2. Hydrogen Supply 
Expanding hydrogen infrastructure is essential 

for supporting widespread adoption of dual fuel 
technologies and enabling the transition towards a 
hydrogen-based transportation ecosystem. Future 
research should focus on developing cost-effective 
hydrogen production, storage, and distribution 
technologies, as well as optimizing hydrogen refu-
eling infrastructure to accommodate dual fuel ve-
hicles. By addressing infrastructure barriers and 
fostering collaboration between industry stake-
holders, researchers can facilitate the deployment 
of dual fuel technologies and accelerate the transi-
tion towards a hydrogen economy [15].

4.3. Green Hydrogen Production Methods
The widespread adoption of dual fuel technol-

ogies depends on the availability of renewable 
hydrogen produced from sustainable sources. Fu-
ture research should prioritize the development 
of cost-effective and environmentally friendly 
methods for renewable hydrogen production, 
such as electrolysis powered by renewable energy 
sources, biomass gasification, and photobiologi-
cal processes. By advancing renewable hydrogen 
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production technologies, researchers can ensure 
a sustainable and carbon-neutral fuel supply for 
dual fuel vehicles, enabling a transition towards a 
low-carbon transportation future [15].

4.4. Advanced Propulsion Technologies
Exploring advanced propulsion technologies 

beyond dual fuel combustion is essential for 
meeting long-term sustainability goals and ad-
dressing evolving transportation needs. Future 
research should investigate alternative power-
train architectures, such as fuel cells, electric 
hybrids, and hydrogen fuel cell-electric hybrids, 
that offer complementary benefits to dual fuel 
combustion, such as zero-emission operation and 
extended range. By embracing a diverse portfolio 
of propulsion technologies, researchers can de-
velop integrated solutions that optimize energy 
efficiency, reduce emissions, and enhance vehicle 
performance across a range of applications and 
operating conditions.

5. Applications Across Sectors

5.1. Automotive Propulsion
In the automotive sector, dual fuel technologies 

have the potential to revolutionize vehicle pro-
pulsion, offering cleaner and more efficient alter-
natives to traditional gasoline engines. Dual fuel 
engines can be seamlessly integrated into passen-
ger cars, trucks, buses, and commercial vehicles, 
providing a practical pathway towards decarboni-
zation and emissions reduction. By leveraging hy-
drogen-gasoline dual fuel combustion, automak-
ers can offer consumers a range of vehicles with 
improved fuel economy, reduced emissions, and 
enhanced performance, accelerating the transi-
tion towards sustainable mobility.

5.2. Marine Transportation
Marine vessels represent another promising 

application area for dual fuel engines, particu-
larly in the shipping industry. Dual fuel engines 
can power a variety of marine vessels, including 
cargo ships, ferries, and offshore support vessels, 
offering a cleaner and more sustainable alterna-
tive to traditional marine diesel engines. By utiliz-
ing hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel combustion, ship 
operators can reduce emissions of harmful pol-
lutants such as sulfur oxides (SOx) and nitrogen 
oxides (NOx), while also improving fuel efficiency 
and operational flexibility. Dual fuel propulsion 
systems enable vessels to switch between hydro-
gen and gasoline modes, optimizing performance 

based on operating conditions and environmen-
tal regulations. 

5.3. Power Generation
Dual fuel technologies have the potential to 

transform power generation systems, offering ef-
ficient and environmentally friendly solutions for 
electricity production. Dual fuel engines can be 
deployed in distributed power generation appli-
cations, such as combined heat and power (CHP) 
systems, microgrids, and backup generators, pro-
viding reliable and resilient electricity supply. 
By harnessing hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel com-
bustion, power generation facilities can reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases and criteria pol-
lutants, while also benefiting from improved fuel 
flexibility and energy security. Dual fuel engines 
can utilize a variety of fuel sources, including re-
newable hydrogen produced from electrolysis or 
biomass-derived sources, enabling a transition 
towards a more sustainable and decentralized 
energy infrastructure [19].

5.4. Industrial Perspective
Dual fuel technologies find applications beyond 

traditional transportation and power generation 
sectors, extending industrial equipment, and sta-
tionary machinery. Dual fuel engines can power 
construction equipment, agricultural machinery, 
and mining vehicles, offering cleaner and more 
efficient alternatives to conventional diesel en-
gines. By adopting hydrogen-gasoline dual fuel 
combustion, industrial operators can reduce 
emissions, improve fuel efficiency, and enhance 
productivity, while also meeting regulatory re-
quirements and sustainability goals. Dual fuel 
technologies enable the utilization of renewable 
hydrogen and alternative fuels, paving the way 
for greener and more sustainable operations 
across diverse industries [19].

5.5. Aviation and Aerospace
In the aviation and aerospace sectors, dual fuel 

technologies hold promises for reducing emis-
sions and enhancing fuel efficiency in aircraft 
propulsion systems. Dual fuel combustion con-
cepts can be applied to aircraft engines, offering a 
pathway towards decarbonization and sustaina-
bility in air transportation. By blending hydrogen 
with conventional aviation fuels such as jet fuel, 
dual fuel engines can reduce emissions of green-
house gases and pollutants, while also improving 
fuel economy and flight range. Dual fuel propul-
sion systems enable aircraft to transition towards 
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cleaner and more sustainable aviation fuels, con-
tributing to the global effort to mitigate climate 
change and reduce the environmental impact of 
air travel [20].

6. Conclusion
In conclusion, the hydrogen-gasoline hybrid 

blending process represents a paradigm shift 
in the field of internal combustion engines, pro-
viding an environmentally friendly, sustainable 
transition between fossil fuel-free systems and 
conventional internal combustion engines. By 
harnessing the collective ingenuity of research-
ers, engineers, policy makers and industry, we 
can chart a path to a cleaner, greener and more 
prosperous future for generations to come. 
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